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Bio

Josh Linkner personifies innovation, entrepreneurship, and breakthrough
disruption. Beginning his career as a jazz guitarist, Josh has now been the
founder and CEO of five tech companies, which sold for a combined value of
more than $200 million. Through his inspiring keynotes, Josh delivers a clear
call to action — organizations must innovate and disrupt before their
competition does.
A New York Times bestselling author, Josh is an internationally recognized expert on innovation,
disruption, hyper-growth leadership, and applied creativity. His first book, Disciplined Dreaming: A
Proven System to Drive Breakthrough Creativity, became one of the most definitive works on the
topic of innovation, and has since been published in 13 languages. His other two books,
The Road to Reinvention: How to Drive Disruption and Accelerate Transformation and Hacking
Innovation: The New Growth Model from the Sinister World of Hackers , have both received critical
acclaim for pushing the boundaries of business leaders worldwide.
Josh is the founding partner of Detroit Venture Partners, where he invests in and/or mentors
more than 100 startups. He also serves as chairman and co-founder of Platypus Labs, an

innovation research, enablement, and consulting firm.
Josh has twice been named the EY Entrepreneur Of The Year and is a President Barack Obama
Champion of Change award recipient. He is a regular columnist for Forbes, The Detroit Free Press,
and Inc. His work on innovation has been featured in The Wall Street Journal, Harvard Business
Review, CNN, and The New York Times.

Topics
Josh Linkner delivers inspiring and actionable keynotes to drive meaningful outcomes
worldwide. He is the perfect balance between energizing and practical; entertaining and
result-focused; fun and impactful. As an innovation keynote speaker, New York Times
Bestselling Author, successful five-time entrepreneur, venture capitalist, national columnist
and well-respected jazz musician, Josh blends deep, real-world experience with a
magnetic stage presence to help people and organizations thrive. Every talk is customized
to drive the biggest possible impact, combining engaging stories, gorgeous visuals, and
practical techniques that push audiences to jumpstart their creative energy and solve
challenges in fresh, innovative ways.
Speaker Categories:
Disruptive Innovation
Innovation and Creativity
Leadership
Entrepreneurship & Small Business
CEOs, Upper Management & Business Leaders

FIND YOUR SPARK:INSPIRING GROWTH, INNOVATION, DISRUPTION,
AND ACTION [morelink]
HARNESSING INNOVATION:TURNING RAW IDEAS INTO POWERFUL
RESULTS [morelink]
HACKING INNOVATION: THE NEW GROWTH MODEL FROM THE
SINISTER WORLD OF HACKERS [morelink]

THE GRAVITY-DEFYING LEADER: INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TO
HYPER-GROWTH LEADERSHIP [morelink]
ENTREPRENEURIAL FIRE:THINK AND ACT LIKE A STARTUP (EVEN IF
YOU’RE NOT) [morelink]
THE MUSIC OF BUSINESS: TRANSLATING IMPROVISATIONAL
THINKING FROM THE JAZZ STAGE TO THE BUSINESS WORLD
[morelink]
Josh Linkner is represented by K&M Productions. For more information, Josh Linkner's speaking
schedule, fees & booking speaker Josh Linkner, contact us.

